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A Message from the President  -               
Greetings once again my friends and fish heads.  It is not nearly as cold this go around as the 

last two times I have sat down to write a Marlin Bill article, so maybe spring is on the move 

(at least I hope it is!!!) 
 

Diving right into business this monthé.ITS DONEé FINALLYé WE HAVE AN  

ELEVATOR!  Actually the project finished ahead of schedule (with just a few punch list items 

left to address).  I would like to thank Delaware Elevator, Larry Sawyer, Black Diamond Bill 

and all the rest of the team that did such a wonderful job.  I would be remiss if I did not  

mention John Sipple and Mike Diffendal here as well.  Without these two gentlemen the  

project would never have been started, let alone finished ahead of schedule.  I would also like 

to again thank everyone who has donated to the cause.  There is still a ways to go, but we are 

well on our way to paying for our great new addition. 
 

I have had some questions directed to me about the storage facility located next to the elevator.  

The short answer is that we were going to lose (2) partial parking spaces next to the elevator to 

allow for equipment associated with the elevator.  Working with the architect/engineer, the 

BOD decided that it would be in the best interest to make use of all of the lost space by  

building the storage facility.  For those of you that do not know, the club has been renting off 

site storage since the days of the ñoldò club on Route 50 (maybe even before that).  With our 

new facility we will no longer need to do that.  All of our ñstuffò will now be on site.  This 

will save us money in the long run and hours of time in the short.  I would like to thank  

Capt. Ron ñChicken Manò Callis for the hours of hard work he has put into designing and 

building the shelving in the storage facility.  This is truly a great addition to the club. 
 

Talking about great things at the club, the Superbowl Party and Valentineôs Dinner were two 

incredible events.  All of our staff, and of course the Auxiliary, went above and beyond the 

call of duty yet again, and made these events tremendously successful.  I can not thank them 

enough for the great time that was had by all.  I look forward to seeing you all at the Cruising 

Into Spring Dinner!!! 
 

As we get closer to fishing time there are a couple of things going on that our members need to 

take advantage of.  First of all, many of you took the time to read the email blast about Roffers 

offering a discounted plan to the Club if 15 members sign up for a sea surface analysis  

package.  I have used this service for many years and it is definitely a bargain.  For those of 

you that use Mitch Rofferôs service, please be sure to mention that you are a member of the 

club to receive the discount.  An additional service is SSTOL (Sea Surface Temperature On 

Line).  I have not used this service before, but SSTOL is a new sponsor (and long time  

member) of the club.  Tony Battista has been giving me the scoop on this product, and I think 

it is another valuable tool to have in our offshore arsenal.  I understand there is an IPAD app 

that is outright amazing.  SSTOL has a booth at the Seaside Boatshow this weekend and there 

is a special deal out there for OCMC members, so be sure to stop by their booth. 



A Message from the President  (continued)-               
In other fishing related news.  Capt. Ronnie Fields and Capt. Jon Duffie are both up for the In 

The Bite captain of the year award.  Even though Ronnie was not in OC this summer, he and 

his family have always been a part of the Marlin Club ñFamily.ò  And we all know about the 

success that Jon Duffie and the Billfisher crew had this season.  Be sure to go to 

www.inthebite.com  and support these guys in the voting!! 
 

Now for the fishing report.  The Giant Bluefin season in NC was very spotty at best, however, 

since the season has ended there has been quite a bite in Hatteras on fish anywhere from 80 

pounds to 250 pounds.  I understand that this has mostly been a jigging bite.  If you have the 

opportunity to get down there I would highly recommend it.  I mentioned Jonny and the  

Bilfisher crew earlier.  Well they flip flopped their plans, again, and decided to head to Isla 

Mujeres.  Good Call Jonny D!!!  The bite has been going off, and the last I heard from Jonny 

was a day with 39 releases.  There were boats that caught as many as 55 sails that day.   

INCREDIBLE!  Costa Rica has still been rolling strong as well.  Pat Svehla, his brother John, 

Jim Frack and Jim Giles went down and fished with Captain Howard on the Tuna Bite and had 

a couple of slams and many extra sails to show for their efforts.  I spoke with Howard and also 

Wayne Blanks (who has been fishing on the Pumpin Hard) and the reports have been  

consistent.  Some days are better than others, but the consistent marlin action has made it 

worth it. 
 

In closing this month I would like to extend my condolences to the Genthner Family and the 

Gearhart family.  Don Genthner, father of Capt. Jason and husband of Kathy (from the OCFC 

Tackle Shop), passed away a few weeks ago.  I spent a lot of time shooting the breeze with 

Don in the boatyard and at the docks.  His smile and sense of humor will be sorely missed.  

Bill ñOld Man Billò Gearhart, who is best known as the ruler of the night shift at Bahia  

Marina, passed away yesterday.  Whether it was last call at Fish Tales or loading up on ice in 

the morning to go fishing, Bill was there to keep me laughing.  Yet another fixture in the  

fishing community has gone away.  I trust that Don and Bill are both in a better place right 

now, keeping watch over, and smiling down on us. 
 

Til next month, 

Franky Pettolina 

The elevator construction is finished!  

Please keep the donations coming!  

Contact John Sipple with any questions via e-mail: 

ocwirenut@msn.com or by phone: 410-817-4957 or 410-289-2838. 

Pictures taken by Amanda Shick. 

http://www.inthebite.com/


Dear Ocean City Marlin Club Member, 

 

Hello. Rofferôs Ocean Fishing Forecasting Service, Inc. would like to offer the Ocean City Marlin 

Club a Club discount for Club members again this season.  The discount would be 50% off the 

regular season pre-paid plan price (no discount on unlimited plan), we would need at least 15 Club 

members for this discount. 

 

ROFFS pre-paid seasonal plans are for the fishing season which extends March 01-November 30, 

2011.  There are four plans offered at the 50% discount** and would be priced as follows for 15 or 

more Club members.  Pre-paid plans can be purchased in different increments by members, the total 

number of members signing up and prepaying just needs to be a minimum of 15.  Unused analysis 

do not carry over, however any cloud notes (when we are unable to provide and analysis ordered 

due to atmospheric conditions) would be carried over if you do not use all of your prepaid analysis. 

 

§ 36 Analyses Plan: $760 (Regular $1520 for Season) 

§ 25 Analyses Plan: $580 (Regular $1160 for Season) 

§ 16 Analyses Plan: $456 (Regular $912 for Season) 

§ 12 Analyses Plan: $360 (Regular $720 for Season) 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please e-mail us at fish7@roffs.com or call the office at  

(800) 677-7633. 

 

Thank you for your time and we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Laura Helmick 

Assistant Office Manager 

 

**You must prepay before March 1st to be eligible for this discount 

ROFFS Club Discount for the Ocean City Marlin Club  

 

Please join us for 

St. PatrickĴs Day! 
Thursday, March 17, 2011 

______ 
ShepherdĴs Pie- $6.95 

a baked casserole of ground  beef & fresh  
vegetables topped with mashed potatoes  

& brown gravy 

$3.00 Irish Coffee 
Irish whiskey & great coffee 

 
$3.00 Nutty Irishman 

Irish whiskey or BaileyĴs Irish cream  
& Frangelico hazelnut liquor, shaken  

& poured over ice 
 

Special Beer on Tap 
 
 

*Reservations are not needed . 



òCruisinõ into Springó 
Saturday, March 5, 2011 

$35.00 per person 
 

Cocktails & Appetizers begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Brie en Croute  
with orange cranberry fruit spread 

Passed App(s) 

Fruit Salad 

 

Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. 

Enjoy a plated dinnerñ 

Chicken Chesapeake 
breast of chicken topped with fresh lump crab meat 

Roasted Rosemary Red Potatoes 

Green Beans Almondine 

Rolls and Butter 

 

Dessert 

Key Lime Pie 
with a dollop of whipped cream 

Reservations are a must! 

Call the Club to purchase your tickets 

today! 

MondayñFriday 10 a.m.ñ4 p.m. 

(410) 213ñ1613 

Payment is due with each reservation. 

No exceptions. 



Super Bowl XLV Tailgate party!  

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry. 
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