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A Message from the President -               
Wow.  How time flies.  Happy New Year everyone.  I hope your holiday season was filled 

with good times with friends and family.  I know mine was. 
 

I know it has been quite some time since the last Marlin Bill (not for lack of Amanda  

reminding me).  So much has happened so I will just bullet some high points. 

 All incumbent BOD members were reelected and Pat Svehla filled the vacant seat.   

Welcome aboard Pat!!!  Many thanks to Dave Birkett for his years of service to the club. 

 All of the holiday parties were very successful, highlighted by an impromptu birthday 

celebration for Dee at the Christmas Dinner. 

 Striper fishing went from almost nonexistent to WIDE OPEN back to kinda slow. 

 Giant Bluefin Tuna invaded the waters just a handful of miles off of Virginia in December 

and early January.  Several club members took advantage of the bite including Capt. Willie 

Zimmerman and Capt. Rob Skillman. 

 Epic is an overused word these days, but an EPIC sailfish bite took place during the Silver 

Sailfish Derby Tournament in Palm Beach.  The Reel Joy got in on the action with Capt. Andy 

Helms making his tournament debut at the helm.  A field of 46 boats released 1,174 sails in 3 

days of fishing.  EPIC!!! 

 The bite in Costa Rica has been up and down, but Capt. Howie on the Tuna Bite has been 

up more than he has been down.  I also understand that between Howard and Tucker the boys 

in Los Suenos have been kept well fed with scrapple.  On another Costa Rica note I would like 

to congratulate Josh Ruskey for the least eventful dredge cam video ever put online…..  Just 

teasing you Josh, I am sure there will be some awesome footage on the way very soon. 

 Capt. Jason Genther of the Tighten Up and Chris Hornung of the Billfisher have become 

daddies.  Congrats To Jason and Jessica and Chris and Betsy!!!  Also the sportfishing world is 

keeping a close eye on Capt. Jeremy and Jennifer Blunt with the impending arrival of their 

daughter in the coming months. 

Our own Mikey J managed to fish in the Florida Keys, catch a few fish and NOT violate any 

state restricted fishing sanctuaries. 
 

Of course with all of the good news there is always some bad.  2 long time Captains passed 

away over the holiday season.  Capt. Bob Gowar and Capt. Jerry Simpson have gone on to the 

big tournament in the sky.  Capt. Jerry was a fixture in Ocean City for many years and of 

course a member of the legendary Simpson fishing family. Capt Bob  is known recently for 

being captain of the Bay Bee, but is probably best know as the long time captain of the  

Liquidator.  Another loss to the Ocean City community came just recently with the untimely 

death of ―Big‖ Jimmy Moore.  Jim was a former member of the club and regularly fished the  



A Message from the President - Continued              
OC tournament circuit in the 90’s and early 2000’s.  On behalf of the club I offer condolences 

to all of these families in their time of sorrow. 
 

In closing this month I promise to try and keep on top of writing Marlin Bills on a monthly 

basis.  I also ask that all the members lucky enough to get away and fish this winter keep us 

posted on their adventures.  Either call the club, e-mail Amanda (info@ocmarlinclub.com) or  

e-mail me at surveyfp@yahoo.com. 
 

Stay Warm and Think Fish!!! 
Franky Pettolina 

——Original Message—— 

From: ―John Smith‖ 

Sent: Monday, January 2, 2012  

To: info@ocmarlinclub.com 

Subject: q. re website 

 

To the OC Marlin Club: 

 

Was just in Ocean City recently for a short vacation.  Heard about your organization when I was down 

there.  Decided to take a look at your website.  I noticed the following quote on your website, which I 

found intriguing: ―The OCMC is working to create an interest in our area’s sport fishing and promote 

the conservation of the sea and her creatures.‖ 

 

Um, I am sure you have an answer for my question, but I didn’t happen to see it on your site, so let me 

just ask this: how does catching marlins actually promote the conservation of the sea and her creatures.  

It would seem to meet that your goals of catching marlins and preserving the sea’s creatures are  

diametrically opposed.  If you have any info on that, I would be interested in hearing it. 

 

Regards,  

John Smith 

 

RE: Question Regarding Website 

——Original Message—— 

From: ―Franky Pettolina‖ <surveyfp@yahoo.com> 

To: ―John Smith‖ 

Sent: Monday, January 2, 2012  

Subject: Re: FW: q. re website 

 

Mr. Smith, 

My administrator forwarded your question to me.  I trust you had a nice visit to OC. 

 

I will assume you are not familiar with Marlin fishing so I will give you a brief overview on the history 

of the fishery as it pertains to your query. 

mailto:info@ocmarlinclub.com
mailto:surveyfp@yahoo.com


Historically speaking, sport fishing for Marlin began in the early half of the 20th century.  It was largely 

trophy fishing, very similar to going on a safari to bring home a trophy to the taxidermist or to hang on a 

rack and take a photo to frame on the trophy room wall.  The Ocean City Marlin Club was founded in 

the 1930’s.  Our founding members saw the value of the resource as more than just a ―one time use‖ 

resource.  These local captains and fishermen pioneered the art of ―catch and release.‖  As early as the 

1960’s members of our club were starting to tag the Marlin that were released.  These tags were im-

planted near the dorsal fin of the Marlin and contained a serial number which was recorded and shared 

with the National Marine Fisheries Service.  When a fish was recaptured that had a tag in it, the tag was 

returned to NMFS to help track travels and growth rate of Marlin.  In the 1970’s and 80’s the OCMC 

further pushed the catch and release movement by adding emphasis to release categories in our  

tournaments and seasonal awards.  By the early 90’s we adopted an ―all release‖ format for our  

tournaments and seasonal awards for Marlin.  In the 2000’s we were at the front of the pack in educating 

the fishing community about the use of circle hooks (a style of hook that is designed to catch in the  

corner of the jaw of the fish as opposed to snagging in soft tissue or in the stomach or gills).  To my 

knowledge we were the first organization to hold a free seminar anywhere in the Mid Atlantic on the 

topic of circle hooks.  We have also provided funding and members have provided their boats to help 

with a Satellite Tagging program.  These satellite tags are helping fisheries scientists further understand 

the behavior and migration patterns of Marlin.  These fish can not be observed in captivity so programs 

like satellite tagging are one of the few ways that scientists can learn more about Marlin and how to 

keep their populations at high levels.  Incidentally the 2010 season recorded the highest numbers of 

White Marlin released in history.  2011 was on track to have similar numbers, but the weather turned 

sour with the arrival of Hurricane Irene and several other weather fronts through the end of the season.  

It was still the 3rd best ever. 

 

Whenever someone puts a hook and line into the water with the intent of catching a fish there is the  

potential to hurt a fish, there is no doubt about that.  It has been that was since biblical times or before.  

By promoting education, catch and release and the use of circle hooks we are in fact promoting the  

conservation of the sea and her creatures, while also promoting sport fishing in our waters.   

 

I hope this answers your question.  If you would like to discuss this further feel free to e-mail me or call 

my cell (410) 251-0575. 

 

Regards,  

Franky Pettolina 

President 

Ocean City Marlin Club 

RE: Question Regarding Website (Continued) 

——Original Message—— 

From: ―John Smith‖ 

To: ―Franky Pettolina‖ <surveyfp@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2012  

To: info@ocmarlinclub.com 

Subject: Re: FW: q. re website 

 

Hi Mr. Pettolina,  

 

Thanks for getting back to me on that.  I do appreciate it.  Actually, that sounds quite a bit better than 

what I had been expecting.  Like the bit about catch-and-release and those circle hooks.  Had been under 

the impression that most of the Marlin fishermen were looking to catch trophy fish to put up on their 

walls.  Glad to hear that that is not the case.  Well, best of luck with that.  Take care. 

 

Regards, 

John Smith 

**The name of the original e-mailer has been changed  to protect his/her privacy. 



The Ocean City Marlin Club Board of Directors would like to thank all of the  Sponsors of the 

Club for all the support  they have given the Club over the past year.   

White Marlin Level—$5,000 Sponsorship 

Sailfish Level—$500 Sponsorship 

Billfish Level—$1,000 Sponsorship 

Blue Marlin Level—$2,500 Sponsorship 

Experience Ocean City’s 

Premiere  

Miniature golf  — 

23rd St., 28th St., 68th 

St.., 136th St. 



2011 Ocean City Marlin Club Seasonal Awards  
Most Billfish Released by a 35’ – 46’ boat: 

1. Predator (80) 

2. All In (59) 

3. Last Call (25) 

 

Most Billfish Released by a 34’ or under boat: 

1. Fish Whistle (45) 

2. The Stacey (33) 

3. Brenda Lou (32) 

 

Most Billfish Released in one day by a charter 

boat: Billfisher (20) 

 

Most Billfish Released in one day by a private 

boat: Predator (15) 

 

Top Lady Angler: 

1. Susan McCart (37) 

2. Peggy Mumford (24) 

3. Victoria Roberts (13) 

 

Top Gentleman Angler: 

1. Ed Dunn (48) 

2. Michael Peet (31) 

3. Jonathan Duffie (28)  

 

Top Junior Angler: 

1. Connor Campbell (12)  

2. Taylor McCart (12) 

3. John Horning (8) 

 

Last Billfish of the Season ($1,500): 

Heather Moore ―Predator‖ 

 

Recreational Angler Award: 

Brooke Duvall 

 

Jimmy Jackson Memorial Award: 

John Prather & Chris Hornung 

 

Edna Hodgens Award For Outstanding Service to 

the Ocean City Marlin Club 2011:   

Elva & Bill Allewalt 

 

Special Recognition Award donated by  

Bahia Marina in Memory of Jimmy Jackson:   

Michael Murray ―Tighten Up‖ 

~October 22, 2011 
 

Heaviest Shark: 

Tighten Up 418 lbs. 

 

Heaviest Wahoo: 

Brother’s Pride 80 lbs. 

 

Heaviest Dolphin: 

Pool Party 43 lbs. 

 

Heaviest Tuna: 

Marli 280 lbs. 

 

Most Tuna Caught by a charter boat: 

1. Marli (388) 

2. Moore Bills (180) 

3. White Lightning (110) 

 

Most Tuna Caught by a private boat: 

1. Reel Naughty (69) 

2. Lady Luck (45) 

3. Miss. Emily (42) 

 

1st White Marlin of the Season (+$10,000):  

Anthony Pino ―Marli‖ 05/29/11 @ 2:31 p.m. 

 

Charles E. Kratz Award (+ $500): 

1st White Marlin Released for the season by a  

Junior Angler: Austin Moore ―Moore Bills‖  

 

1st Blue Marlin of the Season (+$2,500): 

Stevie Ramsey ―Lady Luck‖  

 

Most Blue Marlin Released by any boat: 

No Quarter (7) 

 

Most Billfish Released by any boat: 

Billfisher (205) 

 

Most Billfish Released by a charter boat: 

1. Billfisher (205) 

2. No Quarter (138) 

3. Pumpin Hard 58 (77) 

 

Most Billfish Released by a private boat: 

1. D.A. Sea (132) 

2. Reel Joy (125) 

3. Predator (80) 



2012 OCMC Fishing Tournament Schedule 

Earth Day Ideas: 5 Ways to Go Green 
1. Program Your HomeñSwitching to a digital thermostat will ensure a more accurate  

indoor temperature.  A programmable thermostat that adjusts throughout the day will be 

more efficient.  However, if you stay or work at home, opt for a simple  

nonprogrammable digital model. 

2. Get DiggingñPlanting trees and shrubs in a few choice locations on the south and west 

sides of your home can reduce your energy bill.  

3. Buy OldñYou probably have antiques of some sort in your home.  They are the ultimate 

example of reuse and recycle, but if you are building or renovating, try using reclaimed or 

rapidly renewing materials for your flooring, siding, and roofing. 

4. Ban The BottleñStop drinking water from a bottle.  Get a favorite cup or bottle and add a 

water cooler or filter to your house.  

5. Try Reusable BagsñThe petroleum used to make 14 traditional plastic grocery bags is 

enough to drive a car a mile.  The 380 billion plastic bags that Americans throw away 

each year are made from millions of barrels of petroleum, contributing to global warming, 

depleting oil supplies, and driving up costs of petroleumðbased products like gasoline and 

energy for our homes.  Switch to reusable bags and reduce this waste.  Also, reusable bags 

are generally larger than traditional plastic shopping bags making the grocery store trip just 

a little easier. 

Interested in learning more? http://www.southernliving.com/healthy-living/going-green/ 

3rd Annual Memorial Day  

Bluefish Tournament 
Chairman: Franky Pettolina 

Registration: May 25, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (1 of 2) May 26 & 27 

Awards Banquet: May 27 6:30-9 p.m. 

 

33rd Annual Small Boat Tournament 
Chairman: Bill Regan 

Registration: June 22, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (1 of 2) June 23 & 24 

Crab Feast/Awards Banquet: June 24 6:30-9 p.m. 

 

30th Annual Canyon Kick-Off Tournament 
Chairman: Franky Pettolina 

Registration: June 28, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (2 of 3) June 29 & 30, July 1 

Awards Banquet: July 1 6:30-9 p.m. 

 

7th Annual Kid’s Classic 
Chairmen: Bill Regan,  

Annette Cropper, & Pat Svehla 

Registration: July 20, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (1 or 2 of 2) July 21 & 22 

Cook-Out: July 21 for Wish-a-Fish Kids 

Carnival & Awards Banquet: July 22 5-8 p.m. 

4th Annual OCMC Ladies’ Tournament 

Chairman: Franky Pettolina 

Registration: August 2, 2012 6:00 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (1 of 2) August 3 & 4 

Awards Banquet: August 4 6:30-9 p.m. 

Charity: Bertha Holloway Scholarship Fund 

 

54th Annual Labor Day  

White Marlin Tournament 

(tentative dates) 

Chairmen: Bob Wimbrow & Bill Fenwick 

Registration: August 30, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (2 of 3) August 31, September 1 & 2 

Awards Banquet: September 2  

Luau & Pig Roast 6:30-9 p.m. 

 

34th Annual Challenge Cup 

Chairmen: Jon C. Duffie 

Registration: September 13, 2012 7:00 p.m. 

Fishing Days: (2 of 2) September 14 & 15 

Italian Night: September 14 6:30-9 p.m. 

Awards Banquet: September 15 6:30-9 p.m. 

 

3rd Annual White Marlin Party—October 19 

2012 Seasonal Awards Ceremony—October 20 



MONTHLY RECIPE 

 

 
 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 (10 oz.) pkgs. frozen lima beans 

8 slices bacon, diced 

1 c. onion, chopped 

1/2 c. celery, chopped 

1 1/2 c. shredded Monterey Jack or mild Cheddar 

Cheese 

1/4 tsp. pepper 

Dash of Worcestershire sauce 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

Cook lima beans in 1 1/2 c. salted water for 15 minutes.  Drain and reserve 1/2 cup cooking 

water.  Fry diced bacon until about half cooked.  With slotted spoon, remove to paper towel 

and drain.  Save 3 tablespoons of fat.  Cook celery and onion until softened in the fat.  Toss 

together lima beans, onion, celery, cheese, pepper, Worcestershire sauce and reserved  

cooking liquid.  Turn into lightly greased 2-quart casserole.  Sprinkle bacon on top.  Bake 

uncovered at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for about 25 minutes or until top is browned.   

Makes 6-8 servings. 

Recipe submitted by Elva Allewalt. 

Lima-Bacon Bake 

 

 
 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 lb. crabmeat 

1 slightly beaten egg 

1 tbsp. mayonnaise 

1/4 tsp. salt 

1/8 tsp. pepper 

1 tsp. dry mustard 

1/2 tsp. Old Bay seasoning 

Dash of Worcestershire sauce 

1/2 c. sour cream 

1 c. cubed sharp cheese 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

Mix all ingredients and 1/2 of cheese.  Put in greased 1 1/2 quart baking casserole.  Top 

with 1/2 cup cheese.  Bake 15 minutes at 350 degrees Fahrenheit.  Then turn on broil about 

5 minutes until cheese on top is bubbly. 

Recipe submitted by Elva Allewalt. 

Crab Au Gratin 



Other Dates To Remember:  
May 5—2012 Opening Season Club Dinner 

August 6—10, 2012—39th Annual White Marlin Open 

Thursday, August 9—Ocean City Marlin Club Annual Jewelry Show 11—4 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011  

the OC Marlin Club Auxiliary hosted a  

Bake Sale Extravaganza!!!  
to support the Bertha Holloway Scholarship Fund 

from 4 – 8 p.m. at the Ocean City Marlin Club 

& raised $524.50!!!  

Price includes your choice of one free evening cocktail.  Seating is limited, so please make  
pre-paid reservations in advance (410) 213-1613.  There is no reserved seating for Club Dinners.  

Limited to 110 people. 

Valentineõs Day Dinner 
Saturday, February 11, 2012 

$45.00 per person 

Entertainment from ―DJ Donnie‖ 
 

As always—‖A Rose for the Ladies‖ 

Complimentary Champagne & a Free Drink 

Ticket 
 

6:30—Cocktails & Appetizers 

7:00—Filet Mignon & Stuffed Shrimp Dinner 

 

Join us for the Ocean City Marlin Club 

Super Bowl  XLVI 
February 5, 2012 Tailgate Party! 

 

$15.00 per person 
 

Includes: 

All-u-can-eat Buffet & Draft Beer! 5 p.m.—until game ends 
 

Buffet Includes: 

Chili, Wings, Sliders, Kielbasa’s, Chips & Salsa, Cheese & Veggie Trays,  

& Brownies for dessert! 
 

Make your prepaid reservations in advance: (410) 213-1613 MondayðFriday 10ð4 p.m.  



Italian Night 
March 3, 2012 ñ  $30.00 

 

Cocktails & Appetizers begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Lightly Dusted Deep Fried Calamari 

served with a smoky remoulade 

Crispy Prosciutto Wrapped Asparagus  

Toasted Bread 
served with olive oil and salt & pepper 

 

Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. 
Enjoy a buffet of traditional Italian dishes- 

Caesar Salad 
with garlic croutons and shaved parmesan 

Caprese Salad 
fresh mozzarella, basil, and sliced vine-ripe tomatoes  

drizzled with extra virgin olive oil and coarse salt and pepper 

Spaghetti 
served with homemade meatballs & in-house marinara sauce 

Braised Italian Sausage & Peppers 

Chicken Marsala 
Saute of chicken and crimini mushrooms in a marsala wine sauce over linguine noodles 

Grilled Vegetables  

Roasted Fingerling Potatoes 
 

Dessert and Coffee Station 
Tiramisu, Cannolis, Regular & decaf coffee 

Reservations are a must! 
Call the Club to purchase 

your tickets today! 
Monday-Friday 10-4 p.m. 

410-213-1613  
Payment is due with each 

reservation.  
No exceptions!  

Price includes your choice 
of one free evening  

cocktail. Limited to 110 
people. 

 

 Please join us for 
St. Patrickõs Day! 

Saturday, March 17, 2012 
______ 

ShepherdĴs Pie- $6.95 
a baked casserole of ground  beef  

& fresh vegetables topped with mashed 
potatoes & brown gravy 

$3.00 Irish Coffee 
Irish whiskey & great coffee 

 
$3.00 Nutty Irishman 

Irish whiskey or BaileyĴs Irish cream  
& Frangelico hazelnut liquor,  

shaken & poured over ice 
 

Special Beer on Tap 
 

*Reservations are not needed . 



Ahoy me hearties! 

Pirateõs of the Caribbean Dinner 
Saturday, April 14, 2012 — $30.00 per person 

Pirate Attire Optionalñ  
The prize for ―The Best Pirate Attire‖ is a dinner at the Ocean City Marlin Club! 

(Retail: 2 @ $25.00) 
 

Buffet of Caribbean Delicacies starts at 6:30 p.m.ñ  
One Free Drink Ticket 

Assorted Salads 

Red Snapper Ceviche 

Conk Fritters 

Pineapple BBQ Pulled Pork Sliders 

Grilled Mahi Mahi 

Jerk Chicken 

Grilled Pineapple Chutney 

Caribbean Shrimp Pinchos 

Churrasco Steak Pinchos 

& some other surprises! 
 

Dessertñ  
Pineapple Upside Down Rum Cake 

& Keep one eye open for Rick’s Pirate Punch!  

Arrrrrrrrrrgggggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhh! 

Reservations are a must! 
Call the Club to purchase 

your tickets today! 
Monday-Friday 10-4 p.m. 

410-213-1613  
Payment is due with each 

reservation.  
No exceptions!  

Price includes your choice 
of one free evening  

cocktail. Limited to 110 
people. 

 

Celebrate Earth Day Every Day! 
 

Help the Marlin Club be more earth-conscious & begin receiving the Marlin 

Bill by e-mail, please contact Amanda Shick at:  info@ocmarlinclub.com  

or (410) 213-1613 Monday—Friday 10—4 p.m. 

CLUBHOUSE HOURS 

 

   

Wednesday - Thursday 
 

3:00 ð 10:00 p.m. 

Light fare Served 4:00 ð 5:00 

Full Menu Available 5:00 ð 9:00 

 

Friday - Saturday 
 

3:00 ð 11:00 p.m. 

Light fare Served 4:00 ð 5:00 

Full Menu Available 5:00ð 10:00 

Sunday 
 

12:00 ð 10:00 p.m. 

Light fare Served 2:00 ð 5:00 

Full Menu Available 5:00 ð 9:00 

We have your NFL ticket! 


