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A Message from the President  -               
Hello again everyone.  Things have been coming to life here in OC and it has been great seeing boat-

yards waking up and some familiar faces popping up again at the club.  The season will be upon us in 

no time. 

 

I would like to open things this month by extending congratulations to Captain Ronnie Fields for win-

ning the highly coveted In The Bite Captain of the Year award.  I have known Ronnie since we were 

kids, and he is a true fisherman in every sense of the word.  No matter where he is fishing (and he has 

been just about everywhere!!) Ronnie will find the fish.  Ronnie is currently running the Big Oh out of 

Los Suenos in Costa Rica and he has been putting up some really huge numbers over there.  Again, 

congratulations my friend, it is well deserved. 

 

Speaking of fishing awards, at the recent fishing committee meeting several ideas that had come up in 

the fall meeting were made final.  There will be several new seasonal awards this year.  First of which 

is the Charles Kratz Award for the first White Marlin of the season caught by a junior angler.  This 

award will be $500 in addition to a handsome trophy.  There will also be an award for the Top Recrea-

tional Angler.  This award will be given to a member that catches the most billfish, but all of which do 

not have to be self hooked.  This was a highly debated topic with the fishing committee.  The hope is 

that this will encourage more angler participation from the ñweekendò or ñpart timeò angler that has 

not quite reached the skill level of the likes of Susan McCart or Ed Dunn just yet.  The last award will 

be just that, an award for the LAST White Marlin caught for the season.  This will be $1500 in addition 

to a trophy.  We are hoping this will encourage people to keep fishing (and filling out catch reports) 

straight through the end of the season.  The Marlin Club is the only record keeper for what goes on in 

Ocean City offshore fishing circles and we are hoping to keep as accurate of a fish count as possible.  

Some other things that came up at the committee meeting included a streamlining of the catch reports 

and the designating of the OCMC Auxiliaryôs Bertha Holloway Scholarship Fund as the primary bene-

ficiary of the OCMC Ladies Tournament.  As co-chair of the Ladies Tourney I am really proud to help 

our Auxiliary with the scholarship. 

 

I had mentioned in an earlier Marlin Bill that ñBigò Mark Thomasson was going to take over as chair 

of the fishing committee this year.  Unfortunately Mark has had some changes come in his personal life 

that will not allow him to be as active as he wanted to be with the Club this year, and he has had to step 

down from the committee.  For the remainder of the year Pat Svehla has stepped back up to the plate, 

so to speak, and resumed chairing the committee.  I look forward to harassing Pat at those meetings, as 

well as through the numerous emails that fly around the committee throughout the year. 

 

Things have been quite busy at the clubhouse lately.  I finally got the chance to ride up in the elevator- 

very impressive.  Like any job of this level there were a few kinks that had to be worked out in the be-

ginning, but the elevator is running great and ready to hoist people up to the bar (or this rooftop pool 

that no one seems to be able to find!!).  Another great addition to the club has been the music of ñSeasò 

on Sunday afternoons.  Adam and Brad are great musicians and I have really enjoyed their shows the    



A Message from the President  - (continued)              
past 2 weeks.  The guys are volunteering their talent to the club free of charge, so please be sure to tip 

them for their hard work. 

 

The next monthly dinner is the ñPirates of the Caribbeanò party in April.  I am polishing up my hook 

and dusting off my eye patch, I really hope to see some great pirate attire again this year!!!  The work 

has also begun on the Clubôs 75th Anniversary party which will be held on May 7th.  Hard to believe 

our little club has been around for 75 years. 

 

Time again for some fishing reports.  The bluefin bite has still been going strong out of Hatteras.  The 

fish have been anywhere from 80 pounders to Giant class fish, with fish being caught on the troll and 

jigging.  Squiddy Bill Pino just fished there yesterday on the Matador with Capt. Jake Hiles.  They had 

an action packed trip and brought home a 64 incher for the grill and the sushi plate.  The bite has con-

tinued to be off the hook in Costa Rica as well.  The crew of the Pumpin Hard had 50 plus sail bites the 

other day and caught over 2 dozen.  Capt. Howard on the Tuna Bite was right there too with 20+ re-

leases and a Blue Marlin to go with it.  My good friends Missy Van Fossen, Chris Evans and Peggy 

Mumford are fishing with Capt. Mitch Pierson on the Shotgun as I type this, and I canôt wait to hear 

their reports tonight.  I have been getting some great reports from Guatemala (mostly sails and big 

mahi) and also heard of an awesome day in St. Lucia (10 for 14 on blue marlin).  This is just getting 

my blood pumping for the season here.  How many will there be in 2011???? 

 

Til next timeé See ya at the Club!!!  

Franky Pettolina 

sunday afternoon  
Live Music  + 1/2 Price Appetizers =  A Great Time!  

 

Join us Sunday, March 13, 2011  

5 p.m. -  8 p.m.  

for an afternoon of live acoustic music  

by òSeasó -  Adam Bilenki & Brad Parks  
Adam & Brad generously play at the OC Marlin Club for FREE,  

so please remember to tip your musicians well. :)  
 

& 1/2 price Appetizers  
excludes crab & shrimp items, due to high food cost  



We will not be having Mexican Night on St. Patrickôs Day, Thursday, March 17, 2011. 





Valentineõs Day dinner! 

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry. 

Picture taken by John Miller of DJ Donnie Berkey  

(our 3rd place raffle winner), Maddie Pettolina,  

& Auxiliary President, Dee Rigsby. 

Club members, Carolyn & Jim ConkelðCarolyn was  

our 1st place David Yurman necklace raffle winner! 

Valued at $2,000.00! 

Our 2nd place raffle winner was Board member,  

Jim Giles who donated his winnings back to the Club. 

Thanks Jim! 
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