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A Message from the President -

After months of talking about it, | can honestly say that the season has arrived. Since the lagt Mar
Bill was sent things have come to life. There have been a couple of pockets of water, one to tHe sou
and one to the north that have been holding some fish. Out of Ocean City the Wrangler has caught ¢
few Makos and a few Bluefin Tuna, including a Giant which was estimated at 75 inches and refpased
Even bigger news than that comes out of NJ. Up in the Hudson canyon there have been both Blue a
White Marlin caught already. | dare say that sometime in the next 2 weeks the elusive first Whijte anc
first Blue will have been captured out of OC!!!

The 29 annual Memorial Day Bluefish Tournament is a week away as | am writing this. Agafh this
year proceeds from the tournament will benefit the Catherine & Charles Kratz Memorial and
Scholarship Foundation. We were able to give $3,000 to the foundation last year and | am hogng to
improve on that this year. There will be fun parties and raffles at the club throughout the tourn}ment.
| hope to see you there, ready to fish!!! There have been blues from the inlet on out to the Hargbone
good numbers. This should make for an exciting tournament.

Speaking of exciting, how about that"Z&nniversary party!!!! Yet again our auxiliary and staff §ut
did themselves. Between the Orange Crushes and the Ice Luge | am sure there were some sg@re he:
the next morning. DJ Paulo did a great job and the dance floor was rocking! It was truly an hopor for
me to be able to address the membership at this event. We had many past presidents, board gnemb
and even Senator Mathias in attendance. What a great night in celebration of our club. Thankg to al
of the people that made it happen.

At the recent fishing committee meeting | had the opportunity to speak with a gentleman narped
Marty of the Maryland DNR via conference call concerning the new Maryland fishing licenses. He
was very helpful and | was able to figure out exactly what | needed. The Marlin Bill is not quitejlong
enough to explain it, and | fear | would not do an adequate job, so | am handling it this way. Here is
the phone number for questions: (410)-8526. The website isww.DNR.Maryland.gov The
licenses are also for sale at Walmart. If you are a charter boat you need to go to the DNR office to g
one. Sorry that | am not more help on this one, but this is the best | can do right now.

More big news from the fishing committee meeting concerns our website and catch reports. JAfter
much input from the captains and anglers that use our catch report system the most we have rjade
some changes to the catch reporting process. Certain fields are no longer mandatory (bait and locat
for example) and you can enter multiple billfish all at once with just the time of last fish caught
required. The reports should go live in the next few days (if they are not already by the time ydu reac
this) and | am pleased with the new format. Another cool thing coming to the website will be t
availability to print out catch and release certificates for billfish and catch certificates for meatfigh.
These are suitable for framing and will make great trophies for anglers. Amanda and the gals ¢t
D3corp have put up with me through all of Jthi

When it comes to fishing, change is inevitable. Better techniques are always being perfectefl and
we as fishermen and women need to learn to adapt. Not only does it make us better at our gafne, bt
a lot of cases it is better for the fish too. A few years ago the mandatory use of circle hooks in pillfish
tournaments caused quite a stir in our community. Just a few years later circle hook use has bcome



http://www.dnr.maryland.gov/

A Message from the President - (continued)

the norm, and we are catching more fish because of it. That being said, the Ocean City Shark
Tournament has gone to an all circle hook format this year. | have not fished for sharkbadks c
yet, but Capt. Mark Sampson has assured me that they are the heat!!! | have known Mark for @ver

twenty years. He and | dondt al ways agreel on eve

this format change to the OC Shark Tournament for the good of the fishery. As | have said on
Facebook and some other websites, | applaud Capt. Mark Sampson for taking this stance. Ti

when chasing the big toothy critters, and fit wild.l
Unfortunately, yet again this month, we have lost another member of our Marlin Club family.

Douglas Gardiner Jr. passed away earlier this month. On behalf of the Club, | would like to offgr

sincere condolences to the Gardiner family.
In closing this month | would like to end on a happy note. One of my good friends will join t

ranks of the happily married in just a fe days.

the catch of his career when he and Tara Price tie the knot next week. 1 first met Willie when hg and

his sister Julie were just kids. I was wofr ki ng d

day dinner with the Zimmerman Family and my friends Missy Van Fossen and Capt. Chad Medks.
Needless to say the drinks were flowing anjd Wil |l
night. Hard to believe that was almost 15 years ago and Willie and Julie both have families of
own now. Congrats Tara and Willie!!!

Til next month, see ya at the Club,

Franky Pettolina

In memory of Doug May on April 1, 2011 his family and friends honored him by taking him on an
el evator ride on the Marlin Clubds new el evatoa
elevator being built and the Ocean City Marlin Club.




2nd Annual Memorial Day Bluefish Tournament
May 272 29, 2011

Registration: Friday, May 27 @ 6:30 p.m.
Captains Meeting: Friday, May 27 @ 8 p.m.
Fishing days: Saturday, May 28 and Sunday, May 29
Fish: 1 out of 2
Awards Banquet/Party: Sunday, May 2968310 p.m.
Chairman: Franky Pettolina

Entry Fee(s):
A portion of the Entry Fee will be donated to the

Catherine and Charles Kratz Memorial Park and Scholarship Fund

Boat Entry Fee* $200.00
*includes 4 tickets to the awards banquet/party

Shore Entry Fee* $50.00
*includes 1 ticket to the awards banquet/party

Heaviest Bluefish

7 Level Ai$50 $
7 Level Bi$100 $
1 Level Gi$200 $
7 Level Oi$250 $

Levels A, B, & C pay 50/30/20
Level D Winner Take All Heaviest Fish

Catherine and Charles Kratz Memorial
Foundation and Scholarship Fund

Our Purpose:
The purpose of the Foundation and Scholarship Fundraising program is
to provide support, encouragement and a better life for the noble men
and women who upheld world peace and United States freedom. Phasg
IV is providing graves for the needy, homeless, hospitalized and disablg
Veterans at their time of need. The Honor Museum, Freedom Wall and
Historic Bell from the War of 1812 and thirty-three memorials, three
flags flying and the twelveEl T O O3 OAOOA 1T £ , EAA
beautiful 109-year-old famous Druid Ridge Cemetery, 7900 Park
Heights Avenue in Baltimore, Maryland on Exit 20, one block off 695,
(the Baltimore Beltway) (410) 486-5300.

For more information -
Please call the Ocean City Marlin Club @ (410) 213613,
e-mail info@ocmarlinclub.com, or visit the website
www.ocmarlinclub.com




2nd Annual OPi rates of t he

iJlapmelyas 1ed :Aq peniugns

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry.



t he

f

oOoPi rates o

Annual

2 nd

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry.



2 nd

An

nua

0 Pi

rates of t

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry.

h e



2nd

Annual

0O Pi

rates of t he

Pictures taken by Susan McHenry.



