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A Message from the President  -               
Hello again everybody.  WOW, where did summer and fall go?  It has gotten downright cold 

right quick here in OC.  BRRRRRRR!!!  That being said, lets get down to business. 

 

Even though it is the ñoff seasonò now, things are still plugging away at the club.  We had 

some incredible parties at the club recently.  The highlight of which, in my opinion, was the 1st 

Annual White Marlin Party.  This get together was Billy Reganôs idea, and what a great idea it 

was.  We came together as a fishing club to celebrate everyone that showed their skills at 

catching White Marlin this summer, and the turnout was spectacular.  It was truly the 

ñfishiestò event we have ever had at the club and ideas are already floating around on how to 

make it even better next year (although I am not sure that is possible!!).  Following the White 

Marlin Party was the Seasonal Awards banquet.  Again, this was an awesome event, culminat-

ing with some very special recognition awards.  There were 2 awards given in memoriam of 

our dear friend Jimmy Jackson who passed away very unexpectedly this past year.  Jake Em-

che received the special recognition award for showing exceptional promise in the cockpit.  

Jake is relatively ñnewò to the game but he has come blazing out of the gates and I expect 

some really huge things out of him in the future.  As a side note, I would like to thank the Har-

man family for donating this award in memory of Jimmy.  The second award, the Jimmy Jack-

son Memorial Trophy, was given to John Prather for being the mate on the Top Overall Boat 

(The Billfisher) this year.  There will be a perpetual trophy at the club which will have each 

yearôs recipient of this honor recognized on it.  Jimmyôs parents as well as his close friend PJ 

Aldridge presented these awards, and it was a truly moving moment to say the least.  The final 

special recognition award of the night was the Edna Hodgens Award for Outstanding Service 

to The Marlin Club.  This year the award was presented to John Sippel.  John has served on 

the Board of Directors for many years and is the driving force behind the elevator project.  Be-

lieve me when I say that the elevator would not be becoming a reality if it wasnôt for John.  

And of course I would be remiss if I did not say congratulations to all of the award winners for 

2010.  It was a record setting year, and it was a privilege to be a part of it. 

 

On the morning of the Seasonal Awards we held our final fishing committee meeting for 2010.  

The Committee set the dates for the 2011 season and tournaments and came up with some 

ideas to make our fishing year even more exciting.  There are a few new awards that are going 

to be given next year.  To start with, longtime member Charles Kratz has provided for an 

award to be given to the first junior angler that catches a white marlin each season.  This will 

be a trophy as well as a monetary prize.  In addition to this, each junior angler to catch their 

first ever white marlin will receive a recognition award from Charles.  Another new award will 

be a prize for the angler that catches the FINAL white marlin of the season.  Hopefully this  



A Message from the President  - (continued)              
gives anglers the incentive to fish those final days of the fishing year and make sure to fill out 

catch reports.  The committee also decided to move the final fishing day of the 2011 season 

back to the first Sunday of October.  One final note about the Fishing Committee is that long-

time chair Pat Svehla has decided to step down from that position.  Pat has earned this well 

deserved ñretirementò but he has assured me that he will still serve on the committee and help 

where needed.  Patôs replacement is Mark Thomasson.  ñBigò Mark has served on the commit-

tee for several years and has worked along side Sharon Rittmeyer as weigh-master at the 

scales for the Club tournaments.  I am excited to work with Mark on this committee, and I 

know he will do an incredible job.  And of course, thank you Pat for all of the work you have 

done. 

 

Talking about fishing--be sure to check out the current issues of Marlin Magazine and In The 

Bite to see the great press OC is getting.  It is nice to see our little town get the recognition it 

deserves as the true, one and only, WHITE MARLIN CAPITAL OF THE WORLD!!! 

 

The election of the 2011 BOD and Officers has also come to pass.  I am happy to say that all 

of the incumbents were voted back in.  Not that there were any undeserving candidates on the 

ballot, but I feel that we have the most cohesive group that I have worked with over the past 

11 years, and I look forward to another great year in 2011. 

 

The November Monthly dinner was held this past weekend at the club.  There was a great 

turnout, and of course the food and decorations were phenomenal.  Dee and the Auxiliary, as 

well as Shirley, Mike and the rest of our staff put on a great show once again.  Great work eve-

rybody!! 

 

Next on the list are the Christmas and New Years parties.  Both of these events will sell out, so 

be sure to get your tickets early. 

 

Until next time, be sure to come by the club and check out the progress on the elevator, try to 

stay warm, and if you happen to be somewhere warm catching fish send us the pics!! 
 

Franky Pettolina 

New Yearõs Eve Party!! 
$75.00 per person 

Friday, December 31, 2010 
Party starts @ 7:00 p.m. with heavy hors dõoeuvres  

& open bar all night long! 

Live music with DJ 

Champagne toast @ midnight 
 

Make your prepaid reservations in advance: 410.213.1613 

Limit of 8 tickets per member. 

Limit of 110 people. There is no reserved seating for Club Dinners. 



At long last... 
the project has begun! 

 

We broke ground on the elevator project on Monday, September 27! 
Major construction began on October 18. 

Pictures taken by Amanda Shick.  

Please keep  
the donations  

coming!  
 

Contact John Sipple  
with any questions 

via e-mail: 
ocwirenut@msn.com  

or by phone:  
410-817-4957  

or 410-289-2838. 



The 1st Annual White Marlin Party!!  

The baskets of Cheer raised over $1,110.00!! 
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Photos courtesy of Jen Pettolina, Annette Cropper,   

& Amanda Shick 


