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A Message from the President  -               
 

Hello again everybody.  I had to take a quick look at last monthôs marlin Bill to see how far 

along things were in August when I finally got around to writing my opening letter to the 

members.  So much has happened since then, it seems like a whole other season. 

 

Lets start with the White Marlin bite.  Last month I was talking about the Billfisher being on a 

record setting paceé.. UNDERSTATEMENT OF THE YEAR!!!!!  Since that day back in 

August Capt. Jon, his mate John Prather, and the rest of the Duffie family, along with several 

other outstanding ride along mates and anglers (I know I will miss some, But Chris Hornung 

and Anthony Pino come to mind right away) have decimated every record for White Marlin 

releases as we knew them.  Lets start with the awesome achievement of releasing 57 Whites in 

one day.  I had the pleasure of fishing alongside the Billfisher that day, and it was incredible to 

watch.  At any given time every boat within eyesight was hooked up to multiple Whites.  It 

was better than anything I have ever seen.  For that matter, it was better than any White Marlin 

bite in history.  Take that day and several other double digit days, and Jonny and crew have 

amassed over 250 releases on the season (and it ainôt over yet boys and girls!!).  Congrats to 

the Duffie family and the rest of the Billfisher Crew. 

 

The Billfisher is not the only boat to put up incredible numbers this year.  We have more boats 

with over 100 releases than we have ever had.  We are over 2,000 releases on the season.  

Every boat category is more competitive for the seasonal awards than I can ever recall it being.  

The individual angler awards are too hot to handle.  When the dust settles I look at everyone as 

a winner in these categories.  It has been taken to a higher level and I am proud to be a part of 

it.  Make sure to check out the standings on our website, they are impressive to say the least. 

 

Our final two tournaments of the season have come to pass since the last Marlin Bill.  Weather 

was a big factor in both the Labor Day and the Challenge Cup, but we managed to have both 

events.  The Labor Day was highlighted by boats putting up big numbers and some very  

impressive meat fishing.  And what can I say about the Challenge Cupé.. WE BROUGHT IT 

HOME.   As I walked around the club during the Challenge Cup dinners I was surrounded by 

the whoôs who of White Marlin Fishing on the East Coast.  The Cape May Marlin and Tuna 

Club brought itôs ñA Gameò for sure, and it was a heated competition, but in the end we  

managed to stop their streak.  I would like to congratulate all of the winners in these 2 events.  

It was a great way to wrap up the tournament season. 

 

Taking a step back from fishing, there are some Clubhouse things that I would like to bring to 

light.  First of all I would like to thank Capt. Ron Callis for taking the time to dust the mounts  
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and clean the fixtures around the club.  This may not sound like a big deal, but trust me it is.  It 

is a full day job and then some, and without volunteers like Ron these things would never  

happen.  And speaking of clean, I need to take a minute to pat our kitchen staff on the back.  

We had a surprise inspection a few weeks ago, and usually these inspections result in a list of 

items that need to be addressed to satisfy the county inspectors (anyone in the restaurant biz 

knows what I am talking about here).  Not so this time.  Mike and Johnny (and the rest of the 

crew) received a deficiency free report and a complimentary note from the inspector.  Keep up 

the good work guys!! 

 

Another big happening at the Club is the start of the elevator build.  Some of the preliminary 

work will be started over the next few weeks, and the project should be in full swing by the 

end of October.  John Sipple and Mike Diffendal are hard at work on this project, and John is 

overseeing things on behalf of the Board of Directors.  If anyone has any questions (or would 

like to make a donation- hint hint) please contact John.  He is the eyes and the ears of the 

board on this project, and it would not be happening without his efforts.  Many thanks to both 

John and Mike. 

 

I would also like to pass along some good news this month.  Willie Zimmerman and his fiancé 

Tara have welcomed a new little Fisher to the Zimmerman family.  And I do mean Fisher.  

Fisher Clarke Zimmerman showed up about a month early this past week.  Both Tara and the 

baby are doing well, and Willie is almost able to sleep again.  I am pretty sure Fisher heard his 

daddy talking about the marlin bite and he wanted to get in on it.  CONGRATS TARA AND 

WILLIE!!!  

 

Along with the good news, there is also some bad.  Many of you are aware that Capt. Tom 

Henry was involved in a tragic boating accident in Jupiter inlet.  Capt. Tom was well liked and 

respected in the boating community, and his loss will be felt by all of us for certain.  I had the 

pleasure of knowing Tom for many years, and he will truly be missed.  Rest in peace Capt. 

Tom. 

 

In closing this month I want to remind everyone again to be sure to fill out your catch reports.  

The 1st Annual White Marlin Party that will be held the night before the seasonal awards is 

sure to be a blast.  So get out there, get fishing, and fill out the reports!!!  See ya on the rip!!  
 

Franky Pettolina 



Even with Hurricane Earl threatening to sweep 
into Ocean City, MD & ruin the weekend ðthe  

52nd Annual Labor Day White Marlin Tournament 
had a very successful turn-out!  

A very special thank you to Dee Rigsby & the Ladies Auxiliary, GM Derek Morris & 
Applebeeôs, Annette Cropper, Tournament ChairmenðBill Fenwick & Bob Windrow, 

Shirley Hopkins, the OCMC staff & BOD, Sunset Marina, King Sailfish Mounts,  
Weigh-masterðMark Thomasson, Sharon Rittmeyer, Boz & Bean Jefferson, Larry 

Jock, & Dave Messick for all your help with the 52nd Annual Labor Day White Marlin 
Tournament!  

Winners:  

 
Wahoo  

1st Place ï BBG 60.4 lbs. 
2nd Place ï Pole Cat 54.4 lbs.  

3rd Place ï BBG 43.4 lbs. 
 

Dolphin  
1st Place ï BBG 26.8 lbs.  

2nd Place ï Pole Cat 18.8 lbs. 
3rd Place ï BBG 17.0 lbs. 

 
Yellowfin Tuna  

1st Place ï Last Call 74.4 lbs. 
2nd Place ï Last Call 72.4 lbs. 
3rd Place ï Last Call 64.6 lbs. 

 
Billfish  

1st Place ï Grande Pez - 16 white marlin  
2nd Place ï Fin-ness - 16 white marlin  

3rd Place ï Spikeôs Boat - 14 white marlin  
 

MASTER ANGLER AWARD ï  
Carole Speicher - 13 white marlin  



The 52nd Annual White Marlin  
Labor Day Tournament  

All pictures taken at the Ocean City Marlin Club & Sunset Marina by Amanda Shick. 

Captain Chris Hardesty and the crew of the BBG won 1st & 3rd place in the wahoo & dolphin categories. Tournament 
chairmenðBill Fenwick & Bob Windrow also awarded them on behalf of the BOD with a free Ocean City Marlin Club 

boat membership for the rest of the 2010 membership year.  

Captain Bill Regan and the crew of the Pole Cat received 2nd place in the wahoo & dolphin categories.  



All pictures taken at the Ocean City Marlin Club by Amanda Shick. 

The 52nd Annual White Marlin  
Labor Day Tournament  

Boat Owner Tim Hake, Captain Howard Lynch, and the 
crew of the Fin-ness won 2nd place in the Billfish Release  

category with their 16 white marlin.  

Boat Owner & Captain Pat Svehla and the crew of the 
Grande Pez won 1st place in the Billfish release categoryð
their last billfish was released earlier than the Fin -nessð 

with  16 white marlin.  

Captain & Club President Franky, Boat Owner Franky Jr., 
Jen, & Maddie Pettolina of Last Call swept the tuna  

categoryðwinning 1st, 2nd, & 3rd places.  

Boat Owner & Captain Don Speicher and the crew of 
Spikeôs Boat won 3rd place in the Billfish Release category 

with 14 white marlin.  



The Ocean City Marlin Club Board of Directors would like to thank all of the  Sponsors of the 

Club for all the support  they have given the Club over the past year.   
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